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Why time and longitude

The Earth makes one full 360" turn each day. If we
divide this rotation into 24 hours, each hour-long
division of time represents a 15° segment of
longitude (east-west). Every degree of longitude
gives four minutes of local time difference.

If you know the variation in local time between
two places on Earth, you immediately know the
longitude between them. The five-hour time
difference between Greenwich and New York
represents about 75’ of longitude.

Measuring your local time at sea is fairl
The difficulty lies in knowing the local t
home. There are two ways to solve this pi
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